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Th ? question ^ of defeiu * p olic y , vbloh was delated without great heat 



v«J; r*, tfce Bunaeotogiierch 157^0809 a eubjeet of sharp partisan polonies 

NSC following a TV performance by Bundestag Deputy Helmut Schmidt (SPD) on 

INR the evening of Kerch 15* A stateaent by Schmidt that Defense Minister 

CIA Strauss hod dfll$ aoda clear quite recently that the Fedorol Republic 

NSA vanted only multipurpose delivery systems but not the otonio uerheede 

OSD themselves brought lismediete strong reeotion froa the governmental side. 

General Eowmbuber, the Inspector-General of the Bundeeuehr, promptly 
wrote Solanidt a letter charging hia with misleading millions of citizens 
a to about the armament plans of the Bundeevehr. The German Government, he 

j air eeia, had always made it perfectly dear that it desired merely the 

I AEC multi-purpose systems, but not the atomio uBrheeds. He said it was 

, perfectly veil understood that statements calling for atomio ueepons 

I rmr were meant in the above sense. The Bundestag Deputy JOlesing, a leading 

CDD spokesaan on defense questions, also issued on official stateaant in 
1 the cose of the CDU/C5U Bundestag Fraktion saying that Schmidt»e statement 

I was untrue, and Strauss took to the air on the evening of :-feroh 16 to 

repeat the seme charge of falsification against Schmidt. Strauss read 
relevant portiono of the Bundestag minutes of the debate on tfareh 25, 
195o, as proof of the ineorreotness of Schmidt »e oherge« Jfeenuhile, 
Sobmidt bad issued a press statement. Bis statement referred to 
"unclear and changing views of the CDff/CSB and the Federal Government on 
the question of atomic armament," end he referred to the fact that the 
so-called "general »b memorandum" of August I960 had <w.*nfod etoaie 
weapons for the Bundesuehr without making any distinction between the 
delivery system end the atomic warheads themselves. He also orltleised 
the judgment of the CDD politicians in involving General Kemmbuber in a 
political poleaie, 

y In a eubcequent conversation with Embassy officero, Schmidt repeated 
yliis allegation that this was a further case of misuse of high-ranking 
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Buadesuehr officers by Strauss. He eltod the "general's memorandum" ond Vloe Admiral 
&ige'e publiobed letter to an SPD Btmdeetag member es previous examples of this 
Uctlo vhlob, be sold* was designed to Influence the numerous Germans who still bed 
great faith in the military. Schmidt clearly felt that Col. z~i™™*'sia was, with 
. Strauss, the mainspring behind uosohuber's letter. During the Bundestag defense debate 
Schmidt bad referred to Sn h mu ok le diepareginsly es "the press officer who sometimes 
users the uniform of e colonel. ■ Apart iron the issue of Interference by "generals" 
in politico— which Eamhuber's letter bad obviously attempted to justify in advance 
by citing previous criticism of soldiers because "we remained silent in the past when 
we knev at the time that feleohoods were being used as a political means and thus the 
people were bolus oisled"— Schmidt was clearly annoyed by the foot that the letter 
had been released to the press and sent to the Bundeswehr troops before it reached 
Schmidt. 

During his TV appearance, Sehaidt also discussed tho extent to which MC-70 
could be considered so binding for the Federal Republic. (The significance of this 
point lies, of course, in election oatpalgn repetition of Strauss' claim that the 
SPD's present ossertlon of support for flATO and fulfillment of the Federal Republic's 
defense obligations cannot be considered es genuine in view of the SPD' 6 refusal to 
accept, for the Bundesuehr, certain weapons requireswnta laid down in IE-70.) Schmidt 
repeated Brier's assertion that HC-70 wos not equivalent to o treaty end pointed out 
that MC-70 io morely one in a series of planning documents. lie emphasised thst other 
notions, e.g., France and Great Britain, have not mot the goals established in rB-70. 

The TV discussion also resulted in en elaboration of Schmidt's views on the 
e8Contiel characteristics of a tactical I3AT0 foroe orned with nuoleor wecpons 
systems. The following ore the aoln points wade by Ccfcaidtj 

1, Bundeswehr participation vhould bo made contingent on the inclusion of 
other I1AT0 nations' nuclear armod tootled forcer, ineludixyr Asorieon. British. 
French, in a unified KATO force. 

2. Tho commend structure of this nuclear tactical force should also be 
clearly separated from that controlling the conventional forces in order to preclude 
the use of nuclear weapons by Occident or in a panic situotion. He drew a parallel 
here to the Uehraoeht poison gas troops which, during World War XI, were not allowed 
to use ges in their own defense without special authorisation. 

Schmidt elso In effect denied Strauss' conclusion that clear orgenisatieaal 
separation of nuclear from conventional forces would necessarily mean that the former 
would be removed to the "hinterland." The former could be physically near the letters 
the essence of the problem is to distinguish tho lines of command of the respective 
forces. 
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3. The de ci sion on the "release," i.e., the use In principle, of nuclear 
weapons should be made by a political Authority. Conceding that bo oould not 
envisage e more suitable solution, Schmidt admitted that it would probably be bast if 
tha machinery for a political decision on tha use of nuclear weapons remained as it las 
that is, legally the decision io the responsibility of tha HATO Council; da. facto tha 
American President would make the decision. 

4. Tha decision to employ tactical nuclear veepons— once a political decision 
bos been made to "release" th on must be made at an appropriately high military level. 
According to Schmidt, tha potential disadvantage of a possible delay in responding 
with taotiool nuclear uaepons would be outweighed by tha advantage that a somewhat 
slow-moving system would insure their use only in a case of absolute necessity. In 
response to criticism of this point on the ground that the Soviet frontline teoppe 
were equipped with taeticol nuclear weapons, Schmidt stated that on the basis of his 
discussions with U.S. and (ft sources he did not believe the Soviets' tactical nuolaar 
weapons uora so integrated. Ha countered tha assertion that, in any case, tha Soviet 
conventional forces fer outnumbered those of. KfiTO with the claim that this need not 

be the eassi ha blamed reliance on the theory of "maasive retaliation" for the failure 
to buildup conventional forces in the West, including the United States. 

In a summary of the discussion, Schmidt indicated clearly that he personally 
would be prepared to eocept the armament of the Zhmtiesuehr with tactical nuclear 
weapona (the atoolo warheads remaining under American control), under the foregoing 
conditions, if the U.S. were to meke such a proposal. 

The episode is illustrative once ageln of the highly polltioal etmoephere In 
which the discussion of etoado weapons is being carried on in the Federal Republic. 
The CDJJ/QSU bes mode no secret that it intends to push the SPD bard on the defense 
issue, and the speed with which it reacted to the opening given by Schmidt chows bow 
alert CDU/CSU leaders are to every possibility to eaplolt this issue. Actually, 
Schmidt is on the right wing of the SPD on this issue and in his new book 
"Retaliation or Defense" (Vergeltung oder Verteidigung) has made an attempt to 
educate the SPD on this issue. 

It is not at all dear at this juncture to whet extent the rank and file of 
the SPD as represented, say, by Party Chairman OUonbeuer, will go along with the 
theories propounded by Schmidt, Uhen questioned by an Embassy officer on this point, 
Schmidt seemed confident that he was not out of step with the SPD. He mentioned, in 
this context, that the rumors which were circulating after the Bannover Convention 
that he was in dicfavor, even In hl8 own electoral district, were unfounded. He said 
that be had been renominated for the Bundestag by a 174 to two vote of bis district's 
SPD delegates, .... 

It is elso worthy of note that dlenhauer, in a campaign speech in Bemscheid 
after the Dundesteg defense budget debate, used only the evasive formulation "one 
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should not work touerds the atomic onsomrat of the Dundosuefar" (...ouf dift 
BoWPffmnr dag PmdoGwhr night hlaremrtA i,,^ duarfa) ratbap thaThiToow 
categorical rejection node fit Zfamover last ftS? aaE ***^ * ^ "** 

. Sebnidt ohellonsed Strauss to debate these issues further on TV. Strauss 

accepted, and the debate will tefae place on the evenly of March a. ** reuBO 
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